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REMEMBERING 
 
 
Brenda and I were eating breakfast and a Cheerios commercial plays. A mother and 
daughter are eating the aforementioned cereal when the daughter, probably about 6 

years old, asks her mother if Nana fed her 
Cheerios for breakfast. The mother says, "Yes, 
she did." The little girl then asks if Cheerios 
were the same back then. The mother responds 
that Cheerios have been pretty the same from 
the beginning. Then the little girl says, "So when 
we eat Cheerios, it's like having breakfast with 
Nana." The mother chokes up and responds, 
"Yes. Yes, it is."  
 

 
So I am sitting in my recliner, eating my toast with peanut butter and sugar free jelly 
(probably should have been eating Cheerios), getting all choked up over a Cheerios 
commercial, for Pete's sake.  
 
 
I couldn't figure out why it affected me so much. I'm still not sure except that the memory 
of loved ones no longer physically present is a powerful, always present force in my life. I 
will resist the urge to list those people here but the list would include all the people who 
have had a profound, positive impact in my life. Perhaps your list would be similar. 
 
 
The thing about memory is that, for the most part, we tend to remember the good things 
and minimize the negative - especially when it come to the people who have impacted us 
in positive ways in our life journey. I remember, for example, how much time my Dad 
spent with me in my sports life. I tend to minimize the fierce anger that would rear its ugly 
head at the blink of an eye. I suppose that is a good thing.  
 
 
Relationships are forged over the long haul. They are comprised of both good and        
not-so-good moments. There are moments of genuine loving and then there are 
moments of grace, healing and forgiveness when the bad stuff happens. All of these 
moments are what I would call "God moments". That's how my family works.  
 
At its best that is how the church works - acts of genuine loving in the best moments and 
moments of grace, healing and forgiveness when things are not going as well. The 
church is The Body of Jesus and we would do well to remember not only the broken 
body and shed blood but also the living Presence in our midst. Amen? Amen! 
 
     
Grace and Peace,  

Larry 
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Coming to 
1st UMC 

OCTOBER 20TH! 



Prepare for Worship 
Jeremiah 8: 18—9:1 
Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4 
(UMH 741) 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16: 1-13 
 
Kids Own Worship  
Pre-school – 
Stephanie Cousins 
Elementary – 
Darby & Emily Abbott 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 
Don & Cathy Watson 
Phil & Amy Large 
 

 10:30 Sanctuary 
Glenn & JoAnn Doig 
Brian & Nicole Waters 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  
Steve & Kristy Crandall 
Robert & Beth Morgan 
 
Acolytes: 
Megan Carroll 
Drew Barton 
  
 

Memorials and honorariums 
Memorial Fund 

In Honor or Memory Of Given By 
Brian Doig   Charles & Barbara Barton 
Mary Wallace   Faye & Kenneth Curlee 
Mary Wallace   Nancy & Rick Long 
Mary Wallace   Steve & Sharon Miller 
Mary Wallace   Margaret & Patric Murphy 
Mary Wallace   Alan & Debbie Miller 
Mary Wallace   Jack & Kathleen Stewart 
Sara Jo Kramer   Mary Raysor 
Sara Jo Kramer   Kay & Earl Beasley 

Children’s Department 
In Honor or Memory Of Given By 
Jo Ann Cunningham  Joe Cunningham & Family 

Family Promise 
In Honor or Memory of        Given By 
Bob & Lila Eby              Wayne & Donna Doede 

Organ Fund 
In Honor or Memory Of Given By 
Mary Wallace   A Friend 

Happening at 1st                                                           
September 22nd—September 28th,  2013 

Sunday, September 22, 2013 
  7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
11:45 Am  Building Committee, 214 
  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band, The Cove 
  4:00 PM  Financial Peace, 214 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM  Youth, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Embrace Grace, 215 
  6:00 PM  Bible Study, 214 
  6:15 PM  Men’s Chorus/Morn. Glory Cantata rehearsal, 249 
  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians, 213 
 Monday, September 23, 2013 
   2:00 PM  Namesake, 214 
   3:30 PM  Primary Praise Singers (K-1st), 256 
   3:30 PM  Merrymakers (2nd-3rd), Asbury Hall 
   3:30 PM  Joy Singers (4th—6th), Asbury Hall 
   6:00 PM  YMAT, Stephen’s office 
   6:00 PM  Finance, 214 
   6:00 PM  Primary Players, Wesley Hall 
   6:30 PM  Wolf, 118 
   6:30 PM  Bear, 119 
   6:30 PM  Webelos I, 111 
   7:00 PM  Troop Meeting, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  Staff Parish, 243  
Tuesday, September 24, 2013 
10:00 AM  Bible Study, 214 
  3:00 PM  Girl Scouts, 118 
  6:30 PM  Girl Scouts, 118, 119 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Witness, 214 
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 
  3:45 PM  Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Celebration Service, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned room) 
 7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell 
 7:30 PM  Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249   
Thursday, September 26, 2013 
 6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
 10:15 AM  Asagao, 252 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Bible & Prayer, 214 
  6:15 PM  Fit @ First, 151 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Saturday, September 28, 2013 
  9:0 AM  New Hope Battle of Bands auditions, Asbury Hall 

Sunday commitments for  September 22, 2013 

Stay connected! Over the next few months there will 
be a lot of important information coming your way and 
we encourage you to seek some of that “news” online 
through our Facebook page, our Twitter feed or our 
website, www.fumc-maryville.org.    

A special thank you goes out to all who 
helped  with hosting families last week. 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
http://www.twitter.com/1stmaryville
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/


THE CHURCH BELL                                                                                                                                                                                                  Page 3 

“Come and see” 
The sun shone bright on Sunday, 
September 15th and there was a hint 
of the crispness of the coming fall 
season.  What a great day to come 
“back to church.”  After weeks of 
preparation, handing out invitations, 
and praying, “National Back to Church 
Sunday” finally arrived.  Greeters 
manned their posts at the doors of the 
church, the Welcome Centers and 
other spots throughout the church.   
 

In the 8:15 and 10:30 traditional services, the 
Tennessee Wesleyan College Chorale provided 
special music for the day.  From the pulpit, Larry 
Carroll invited everyone to “come and see” what 
Jesus is doing here at 1st UMC.   The Holy Spirit 
also filled “The Crossing” as the band played 
“Forever Reign” and Brenda reminded us of the 
invitation that Jesus gave us all to “follow him.”    
 
A special thanks to everyone who helped plan the 
events of the day, stuffed the invitation packets in 
the days before, served as greeters and who invited 
someone to church. Keep that spirit of invitation 
flowing so others may “come and see” all the great 
things God can do.  Find pictures online under the 
1st Look tab at www.fumc-maryville.org.    

40 years of bearing spiritual fruits 
While the organized ministry of women in Methodist 
history dates back to the 1860’s, 2013 marks the 40th 
anniversary of the United Methodist Women as we 
know it today in Holston.  This past weekend, 
September 14-15, a group of 280 UMW members 
gathered at Lake Junaluska.  The weekend was filled 
with fellowship, worship, and their annual business.  It 
was an exciting  time to celebrate what our United 
Methodist Women have been a part of throughout the 
Conference and the world.  A gift was made to Imagine 
No Malaria of over $14,000! It was a great addition to 
the missions celebration. We were also blessed to hear 
from Cheryl Trent, Director of Mission Education and 
Enrichment for National Office, about changes coming 
in the UMW. 
 
Three of our friends from 
1st Maryville attended; 
Marciel Peery, Mary Helen 
Peery, and Asa 
Majors.  Asa was the 
worship leader and 
Communion celebrant for the event.  She preached two 
sermons on the theme of the UMW this year: Spiritual 
Fruits (Galatians 5:22-24).  We hope more UMW will 
join in the event next year.  It was a great time of 
worship and renewal for all.  

When does life end? 
 

Next month, fans of the hit TV show, “The Walking 
Dead” will be catching up with the survivors of a Zombie 
Apocalypse  The show is just one part of a pop culture 
phenomenon surrounding the undead.    
 

Starting, Sunday, September 29th that pop culture 
gets a new twist as the Young Adult 
Sunday School class reads and 
discusses Clay Morgan’s book, 
“Undead.” 
 
The Bible brings us many stories about 
people being raised from the dead.  In 
this study, you will more closely 
examine these stories while exploring 
answers to questions about when 
does life end? 

 

We hope you will join us for this interesting look at 
life and death, Sundays at 9:15 am in Room 128.  

Serving others 
Next month YOU are invited to help serve as the hands 
and feet of Christ as we go out into the community and 
work with the Blount Housing Repair Collaborative.  This 
coming Sunday (September 22nd), Jason Brown of the 
BHRC will be talking more about the program and 
answering questions during Sunday School (room 128).  
The work day is set for October 19th, so mark your 
calendars. 

Dates to remember! 
September 18th—Combined Book Club Dinner 

@ 6:30 pm (Room 214) 
 

September 18th— Trivia Night 
@7:00 pm (Smoky Mountain Brewery) 

 
September 20th—Dinner at Barley’s 

@7:00 pm 
 

Trivia nights move to 1st Wednesdays and 3rd 
Tuesdays in October. 

                                            

       Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or  865-982-1273 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/photo.php?pageID=41&itemID=34


Adult Ministries                                                                   

Contact: Ginny West Case, ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org  
865-982-1273 

Sign up for events online at www.fumc-maryville.org                                     
or call 865-982-1273 

Striking gold 
Whether it was District Superintendent Charles 
Maynard’s story about his encounter with a bear, Tim 
Jones rundown of all the old movies made new again, or 
the high powered a cappella stylings of Maryville 
College’s “Off Kilter” it wasn’t difficult to strike a “golden” 
opportunity here at 1st UMC last Thursday. 

 
Nearly 150 people from 
all over the Maryville 
District turned out for 
the annual “Golden 
Opportunities” event 
which just keeps 
getting bigger and 
better. 
 

Specifically aimed at the area’s Senior Citizens, this 
event could have brought smiles to people of any age.  
This year’s theme was “Everything Old is New Again.”  
The event featured about a half a dozen workshops 
ranging from fitness and financials, to waterfalls and the 
history of medicine. 
 
During lunch, District Superintendent Charles Maynard 
gave an update on the 
Imagine No Malaria 
campaign, telling the 
crowd gathered in 
Asbury Hall, Maryville 
was the only district in 
the Holston Conference 
with 100% church 
participation.  To date 
the Conference has 
raised nearly $1.2-million. 
 
After the highly anticipated door prize drawings (which 
included more than a dozen combo hammers and 
screwdrivers) and one more workshop, the day ended 
with music from Off Kilter and reflections from Bill 
Landry on his years working on WBIR’s The Heartland 
Series. 
 
The next large gathering of Senior adults is coming up 
this spring at the Meadowview Resort and Convention 
Center.  Jubilation 2014 runs from April 27th to 29th.  
Stay tuned for more details! 

 
More pictures of this year’s Golden Opportunities 

event are available online: 
 

www.fumc-maryville.org  
                                 
 and   
 

www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc 

A new class! 
A new study! 

This past Sunday, nine 
people gathered for the 
beginning of an in-depth 
study on the Gospel of 
John.  Frank Rankin leads 
the class which meets at 
9:15, Sunday mornings in 
room 118.  The class would 
love for YOU to be a part of this Biblical journey. 

Financial fitness 
Our own Steve West and former Holston 
Conference treasurer, John Tate (VP of Finance) 
headline this week’s   Fit at First session 
(September 19th at 5:45, room 151).  The focus of 
the evening is on making you financially fit, 
honoring God by using your financial resources 
wisely.  

Senior Smiles comes to Sunday School 
Last week in The Church Bell we told you more about 
the new Senior SMiles transportation program starting 
up in Blount County.  Doug and Emily Smith have 
received training and are participating as drivers.   Later 
this month a representative from the organization will 
visit the Heritage Class to talk about ways YOU can  
volunteer to make this initiative successful.  If you are 
interested in learning more about the program, come to 
the Heritage Sunday School Class at 9:15 am on 
September 29th.  The class meets in Room 153. 

Apple Adventure 
Trip to Carver’s Orchard in Cosby 

September 19th at 9:30 am 
 

“Ring of Fire” 
Cumberland County Playhouse 

September 28th at 10:00 am 
Tickets are $40 

 
Dollywood Harvest & Gospel Celebration 

October 11th 
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Children ‘s    Corner 
If you need more information on any of these 
Children’s ministries activities please contact                   

Denise Johns: djohns@fumc-maryville.org 

A special Saturday 
The first of two children’s 
craft days got underway this 
past Saturday morning.  The 
kids used polymer clays to 
design these crosses that 
you can easily grip with one 
hand.  The crosses will be 
available for you to buy at 
the alternative gift fair 
coming up in November. 
 
In addition to the hands-on creativity, the children 
enjoyed a little Chick-fil-a and time on the playground.  
A craft day for children ages 3-5 is set for September 
29th from 2-4 pm.  Please let Denise know if your child 
plans on participating by calling the office at 982-1273 
or signing up online at www.fumc-maryville.org. 

Being servants of God 
The church lives on the idea 
that we are all called to be 
servants of God.  This past 
Sunday during Kid’s Own 
Worship Whitney Davis led 
the story about God 
speaking to Samuel and 
what it means to be a 
servant of God.   
 
The children also made 
cards filled with messages of 
God’s love and invitations to 
come to church.  These will 
be used at the Welcome Table this week. 

What  are your children learning? 
 

Sunday, September 15th 
(Last Sunday) 

Preschool– 4th Grade 
Lesson—God Calls Samuel 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
Tweens 

Keeping Promises                    
(God’s covenant with 
Abraham and Sarah) 

 
 

Sunday, September 22nd 
(Next Sunday) 

Preschool—4th Grade  
Lesson– Samuel the Judge 

Bible Verses—  1 Samuel 7:2-17 
Tweens  

Meeting challenges (Jacob wrestles with God)                   

A note of thanks 
During the summer, the 
children at 1st UMC 
raised money to help 

provide books for school libraries in Moore, Oklahoma, 
a city ravaged by spring tornadoes.  The children also 
sent cards of encouragement with the donation. Here is 
the thank you we received from the superintendent of 
Moore Schools.  
 
“On behalf of Moore Public Schools we would like to 
thank you for your $400 gift.  Words cannot describe 
our sincere gratitude and appreciation for your help.  
Please accept our heartfelt thanks.  We are Moore 
Schools! Dr. Robert Romines, Superintendent.” 

Help celebrate the fall season 
The annual Family Fall Celebration here at 1st UMC 
will be here before you know it, October 29th.  Now is 
the time to start pitching in to make this event as big as 
a success as it has been the past few years.   Here are 
just a few ways to help: 
 

Donate cakes for the cake walk. 
Donate bags of individually wrapped candy. 

Sign up for shifts to work a station 
Decorate a car for the “Trunk or Treat” 

 
Please call Denise at 268-2921 if you are interested in 
helping or call the church office 982-1273. 

Helping kids recover 
While much of the focus at Recovery at Maryville is 
on the adults dealing with hurts, hang-ups and 
habits, children are a part of the program too. Since 
launching in July, Recovery at Maryville has served 
21 kids ages 6-12 years old.  This is a wonderful way 
to help promote healing and show God’s love for 
each of us.  If you feel called to help with this part of 
Recovery at Maryville, please contact Denise. 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org


Maryville First United Methodist Church 
804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   37803 
Phone:  865-982-1273  
 Fax:  865-983-5408 

 

www.fumc-maryville.org 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

